Reading Assignment

Instructions, for FICTION or NON-FICTION, do 1 of the 2 assignments.

FICTION ONLY.  Choose 1 of  3

#1—PLOT
Write a short plot summary of your novel. This should be about 250 words (1 page). Include information such as the following:  what the title has to do with the book, where and when the story happens, who is telling the story, what the central conflict is in the story, what the climax is, how the climax is resolved – or if it is not, and whether or not you enjoyed the plot and your reasons.

#2—CHARACTERIZATION (250 words)
1- Choose an important character from your novel and write a detailed description of the character.  This should be written as a small essay or as various responses to the questions below. Remember to consider him or her as a real person in order to address all aspects of their personality. Some things to consider:
--appearance.
--actions
--ideas-- what the character thinks.
--manner-- how the character acts.
--reactions of others to the character.
--Why is s/he important in the novel.
--Would you like to be the main character?  Why or why not?
--Would the character make a good friend?  Give your reasons.
Remember to support your description with examples from the novel.

#3-- YOUR REACTION
Write a reaction to the novel (250 words). In your explanation answer several, but not necessarily all, of the following questions: what do you think the theme of the novel was; do you think that the author was successful in getting the message across and why; for whom was the book written; what are the good and bad points about your novel and why; did the novel help you in any way; did you learn anything from the novel; what did you find most interesting; what did you find most bizarre; what was most believable or unbelievable; would you recommend this book to any one & why or why not; will you will read any more by this author?

You may also comment on any other part of the novel not covered in the above questions.




NON-FICTION below….								
NON-FICTION ONLY. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Do A or B only

A	After-Reading Considerations for Non-fiction.  Answer 5 of these questions once only at the end.

1. What did you know about this topic before you began reading?
2. Why did you choose to read this book? 
3. Were you happy with your choice? Why? 
4. Did the book and the person described in it measure up to your expectations? How? 
5. Would you recommend this book to other readers? Why? 
6. What do you think is the author’s purpose for writing this book? 
7. Does the author achieve his/her purpose? 
8. What viewpoints did the author express? 
9. Do you agree or disagree with the author’s opinions? Explain. 
10. What comments or questions do you have for the author? 

	
B – NON-FICTION ONLY

Write one essay of 250 words max.  

1. You have various examples of interesting passages in the book.  Discuss at length some of the aspects of the writer’s life that make the work unique or compelling.  Alternatively, discuss any aspect of the writer’s style of your own focus.  Make sure that you have a sufficiently narrowed thesis topic.


1. Discuss how the person in the book has changed throughout his or her life.  You may discuss what he or she has faced, or is facing, and the effect. 

1. Discuss conflict and stumbling blocks in the book.  What events thwarted the person’s progress throughout.

1. What is the theme of the book or what is its message?  Demonstrate the theme or message with examples from the book.

1. Discuss how this book applies to your life, your goals, or your vision of self.

1. Analyze one of the sections of the book.



